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THESE sslon pieces are of more than average merit.
They reflect in some measure the style of Chopin, but not sufficiently to stamp them as devoid of individuality. The Fileuse, indeed, has a second part of great originality and charm. Reasonably proficient players will find them effective and not difficult, but the second and third are easier than the first, for the adequate rendering of which a fluent finger is indispensable.
are $' On a Fjord in Norway," and so on, until we arrive " Home Again." They are all admirably well written for the instrument, and the music is both charming and characteristic. In some of the numbers the influence of certain modern composers is somewhat strongly felt, as, for THESE sslon pieces are of more than average merit.
They reflect in some measure the style of Chopin, but not sufficiently to stamp them as devoid of individuality. The Fileuse, indeed, has a second part of great originality and charm. Reasonably proficient players will find them effective and not difficult, but the second and third are easier than the first, for the adequate rendering of which a fluent finger is indispensable. successful in the prize competition connected with this special artistic undertaking is to be brought out on the following day, July 30, under the direction of Herr Schuch. Some forty operatic scores will, it is said, be submitted to the jury constituted for the purpose. Important engaaements have been entered into with eminent German artists and the undertakirlg promises to be a very interesting and successful one. Signor Franchetti's opera " Colombo," having undergone considerable revision by its composer, is to be brought out shortly, for the first time in Germany, at the Hambur Stadt-Theater.
A Dresden correspondent writes to us concerning the favourable reception accorded to a Symphony written by an Englishman, Mr. Percy Sherwood, and produced for the first time at the Gewerbehaus, in the Saxon capital, on the I8th ult. The Dresdener Anzeiger speaks of the work in terms of high praise, characterising it as " a composition of distinct value; clear and transparent in design, and calculated, by simple and truly artistic means, to arouse a sympathetic warmth and interest in his hearers, even where there are no great flights of imagination." Mr. Sherwood, who gained the Berlin Mendelssohn Prize in I889, iS at present a professor at the Dresden Conservatorium and (:onductor of the Dresden Choral Society.
A new opera, " Harald und Theano," the libretto by Felix Dahn, the music by Herr C. A. Lorenz, met with a veryfavourable reception on itsfirst production, February26 at the Royal Opera of Hanover; Count Hochberg, of the Berlin Opera, being present on the repetition of the performance a few days later.
It is stated in well-informed quarters that next year's Bayreuth Festspiele will, in addition to " Parsifal," include representations of " Tannhauser" and of " Lohengrin." The last-named work, which has not been given here bcfore, will, it is scarcely necessary to add, be performed strictly in accordance with the intentions of the master without any curtailments whatever.
A new one-act opera ' Der Asket," by Herr Carl Schroder, met with a very favourable reception on its first performance, on the 4th ult., at the Leipzig Stadt-Theater. The composer holds the conductorship at the opera in Sondershausen.
The annual Musical Festival of the Lower Rhine is to be held this year at Dusseldorf, Whitsuntide. Herr Buths, the Dusseldorf capellmeister, will be the principal conductor.
Goldmark's opera " Merlin " was successfully revived on the 4th ult. at the Imperial Opera of Vienna, the work having undergone a revision at the hands of its composer which has greatly enhanced its effectiveness. The principai parts were well filled by Fraulein Beeth, Messrs. Winkelmann and von Reichenberg.
An opera, " Hertha," by Herr Franz Curti, has met with a most enthusiastic reception on its first performance last month at Chemnitz, under the direction of Capellmeister Weissleder. The performance is described as a very good one, and the composer was the recipient of a perfect ovation at its conclusion.
Verdi has presented all the first interpreters of his new opera " Falstaff " with his photograph, inscribed with some special dedication from his pen. On the one sent to Signor Mascheroni, the distinguished Conductor of La Scala, he wrote the words: " To the gallant captain of a gallant army ! "-The autograph score of " Falstaff " has been presented by the Maestro to Signora Ginetta Origoni, the married daughter of Signor Giulio Ricordi, the head of the eminent publishing firm.-" Falstaff" is to be interpreted in the course of the next few months at Rome, Genoa, Venice, Vienna, BudaPesth, Dresden, and Berlin, by an Italian company, under the jointdirection of Signori Piontelli (of La Scala) and Molnadi.
On the occasion of the first production, last month, at the Verdi Theatre, Padua, of the opera "A Canareggio," by the Count Carlo Sernagiotto, a wealthy amateur, the Conductor, Signor Podesti, was obliged to discontinue the performance when only half completed, the work having literally been hissed off the stage.
A new opera on the subject of " Manon Lescaut," by Signor Puccini, one of the most gifted of the younger successful in the prize competition connected with this special artistic undertaking is to be brought out on the following day, July 30, under the direction of Herr Schuch. Some forty operatic scores will, it is said, be submitted to the jury constituted for the purpose. Important engaaements have been entered into with eminent German artists and the undertakirlg promises to be a very interesting and successful one. Signor Franchetti's opera " Colombo," having undergone considerable revision by its composer, is to be brought out shortly, for the first time in Germany, at the Hambur Stadt-Theater.
A new opera on the subject of " Manon Lescaut," by Signor Puccini, one of the most gifted of the younger A once famous operatic singer, whose name even will scarcely be known by the present generation of operagoers, the tenor Wachtel of the phenomenal range of voice, has just appeared once more before the Berlin public at a Concert given by him, in association with Mdlle. Wikita and other artists; reviving, not altogether unsuccessfully, the memories of the days when he was the ideal representative (on some twelve hundred occasions, it is said) of the hero in " Le Postillon de Longjumeau." Wachtel is now seventy years of age.
Madame Albani had a most enthusiastic reception from the music-loving public of Vienna last month. The prima donns sang at two Concerts in the Musik-Verein Saal the largest hall in the Austrian capital, before crowded audiences. Madame Albani also appeared at Concerts in Pesth, Gratz, and Prague.
We A once famous operatic singer, whose name even will scarcely be known by the present generation of operagoers, the tenor Wachtel of the phenomenal range of voice, has just appeared once more before the Berlin public at a Concert given by him, in association with Mdlle. Wikita and other artists; reviving, not altogether unsuccessfully, the memories of the days when he was the ideal representative (on some twelve hundred occasions, it is said) of the hero in " Le Postillon de Longjumeau." Wachtel is now seventy years of age.
We are glad to gather from Berlin papers that Mr. Henry Such continues to improve upon the favourable impression recently created by his playing in the German capital. The young English violinist, assisted by Miss Isabel Hirschfeld (pianist), gave his fourth Concert at the Bechstein Hall last month, and the performance is spoken of most flatteringly in the Reichs-Bote and other papers.
The programme for the projected special operatic performances, during the ensuing summer, at the Court Theatre of Gotha, has, according to the Gothaer Allxeiger been determined upon in its main features. The first performance is to take place on July 27, when Isouard's "Joconde" will be given, under the direction of Capellmeister Levi, of Munich. On July 29 Cherubini's " Medea " will be produced, A once famous operatic singer, whose name even will scarcely be known by the present generation of operagoers, the tenor Wachtel of the phenomenal range of voice, has just appeared once more before the Berlin public at a Concert given by him, in association with Mdlle. Wikita and other artists; reviving, not altogether unsuccessfully, the memories of the days when he was the ideal representative (on some twelve hundred occasions, it is said) of the hero in " Le Postillon de Longjumeau." Wachtel is now seventy years of age.
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